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tliological allusions it is equally fertile. It was 
dedicated by the Greeks to Aurora, as an emblem 
of youth, from its freshnesss and reviving fra- 
grance ; and to Cupid, as an emblem of fugacity 
and danger, from the fleeting nature of its charms, 
and the wounds inflicted by its thorns. It was 
given by Cupid to Harpocrates, the god of silence, 
asa bribe to prevent him from betraying the amours 
of Venus ; hence it was adopted as symbolical of 
silence. The Rose was for this reason frequently 
sculptured on the ceiling of drinking and feasting 
rooms as a warning to the guests, that what was 
said in the moments of convivality should not be 
repeated. 

“ The Rose is Venus’ flower the archer boy 
Gave to Harpocrates his mother’s flower, 

What time the fond lovers tolcl the tender joy 
To guard with sacred secrecy the hour j 
Hence, o’er his festive board the host uphung 
Love’s flower of silence to remind each guest, 
When wine to amorous sallies loosed the tongue. 
Under the rose what pass’d must never be ex- 
press’d.” 


Among the Romans, the Rose was an especial 
favorite. They garnished their dishes with it; 
wore garlands of it at their feasts ; strewed their 
banquetting apartments with its leaves ; and their 
ladies used rosewater as a perfume. In the Ca- 
tholic church, a golden rose was considered so 
honourable a present that none but crowned heads 
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were thought worthy either to give or receive it. 
Roses of this kind were sometimes consecrated by 
the Popes on Good Friday, and given to such po- 
tentates as it was their particular interest or wish 
to load with favours. The flower itself being an 
emblem of the mortality of the body, and the me- 
tal of which it was composed of the immortality of 
the soul. 

“ There is a magic in that flower. 

That still their leaves a fragrance spread. 
Though parted many a sunny hour 
From the stem which nourished ! 

“ Meet emblem of the converse high. 

Even in a world of sorrow known, 

Which wafts the soul in extacy 
Before the eternal throne. 

“ These are the spirit’s dates of bliss. 

In God’s own book of record found. 

When tuned to heavenly symphonies. 

Our notes of praise resound. 

“ And then, oh ! fading, sapless Rose, 

Token of sweet communion o’er, 

Thy being’s source unchanging flows, 

Since on the tree of life it grows. 

On the celestial shore.” 

As a symbol of beauty and innocence, it was 
customary, in some countries, to award a crown of 
roses, to the girl who should be acknowledged by 
all her competitors to be the most amiable, mo* 
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